
As we get out of the summer, and with 
many educational institutions reopening 
after their long break, IVI’s focus over 
the past two months has been on vision 
screening for underprivileged and rural 
Indians.

August, especially, has been a busy month 
with over one thousand screenings being 
done every day. Our strategic focus 
to directly involve with less privileged 
people, children and adults alike over 
the past five years has now become two 
leading initiatives: Eye See & I Learn and 
Eye See & I Work, reaching far and wide. 
The positive impact these are making are 
tremendous and with more partners and 
supporters, we aim in the coming years to 
reach one million pair of eyes every year. 
We will continue providing free glasses 
to anyone diagnosed with uncorrected 
refractive error in our programs and 
we are experimenting with several new 

Message from the CEO 

Join IVI on Facebook
IVI is an initiative of

reality and we are very thankful for the 
ongoing support from LV Prasad Eye 
Institute and past support from Brien 
Holden Vision Institute.
 
  

-Vinod Daniel
                                                

approaches to reduce or nullify the gap 
between screening and provision of 
corrective glasses. Over the two-month 
period, the team along with partners has 
screened over 47,500 (44,996 children and 
2,506 adults) individuals from Chennai, 
Kanchipuram, Salem, Namakkal, Kolli 
Hills in Tamil Nadu, Cuttack and Boudh in 
Odisha, Nuh, Mewat in Haryana, Aizawl 
in Mizoram and Dibrugarh in Assam with 
support from Essilor Vision Foundation, 
Oil India Ltd, VisionSpring, Essilor Vision 
for Life and  L&T Construction.

The past two months has also been very 
encouraging as we are developing several 
strategic alliances with both service 
providers and funders. Our activities and 
objective were well highlighted  with 
several articles appearing in both print 
and digital  media. A dream of late Prof 
Brien Holden and Dr GN Rao that started 
seven years ago has firmly become a 

Workshop on Vision Therapy, Navsari Partnering with 
Shaastra, IIT IVI collaborated with Hari Jyot College 

of Optometry and Rotary Eye Institute, 
Navsari to host a workshop on ‘Explore vi-
sion therapy - A case-based approach with 
hands-on experience’ on August 25. Over 
60 participants, including students, faculty 
members and practitioners, participated. 

The workshop was facilitated by keynote 
speaker, Dr. Jameel Rizwana Hussaindeen, 
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Faculty, Elite School of Optometry, Chennai 
and Nirav Mehta, Principal in-charge, Hari 
Jyot College of Optometry.

Participants learned ‘what is vision thera-
py’ and ‘the scientific basis of VT / Vision 
Therapy for vergence and accommodative 
dysfunctions’, with hands-on sessions.

The program was awarded 5 credit points by 
Optometry Council of India.

IVI will partner with Shaastra, the tech-
nical festival of IIT Madras, India’s pre-
mier technology institute, focusing on 
the important social issue of vision im-
pairment through its campaign ‘Blink’ 
that will include spectacles donation 
drives for underprivileged people, eye 
donation pledges and awerness activi-
ties such as a Walk In The Dark during 
the festival.
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IVI celebrated Independence Day by 
screening 377 tribal school children 
at the Panchayat Union Middle 
School and Primary School at Kolli 
Hills. Five children were diagnosed 
with refractive error; two children 
were provided free spectacles on 
the spot with Essilor ready-to-clip 
glasses.

IVI acknowledges the support of Our 
Children’s Vision & Essilor Vision for Life 

for providing free spectacles.

Tribal schools campaign August 15, Independence Day 
 School and community screenings

School Vision Screening at 
Namakkal 

Vision screening campaign
Salem district 

Spectacles for Puzhal 
Women’s Prison inmates

August, the month of Indian Independence, saw 
a quantum jump in IVI’s vision screenings. In our 
tribal schools screening campaign, of 6,863 tribal 
school children at Kolli Hills in Namakkal and 
Salem districts of Tamil Nadu, 169 children were 
found to have refractive errors. The children 
with refractive errors will shortly receive free 
spectacles.

IVI acknowledges the support of Our Children’s 
Vision & Essilor Vision for Life for providing free 

spectacles and Lions Club at Kolli Hills for funding 
the logistics for the program.

Subsrcibe to 
OPTDISTLIST, our bimonthly news-
digest for the latest in Optometry.
Email info@indiavisioninstitute.

org for more details.

Eighty-two underprivileged daily 
wagers from a tribal community 
were screened and 60 of them were 
diagnosed with refractive errors. They 
will receive free spectacles shortly.

IVI acknowledges the support of Essilor 
Vision Foundation for providing free 

spectacles.

A total of 2,976 underprivileged children 
were screened from eight government and 
government-aided schools in Namakkal district; 
374 children were diagnosed with refractive 
errors.  Of these, 40 children were provided free 
spectacles on the spot with Essilor ready-to-
clip glasses and the remaining will receive free 
spectacles shortly.  

IVI acknowledges the support of VisionSpring for 
providing free spectacles, Rotary Club, Namakkal 

and MCDS for the program logistics.

As many as 8,028 underprivileged 
children were screened from 21 
government and government-aided 
schools in Salem district; 661 chil-
dren were diagnosed with refractive 
errors. They will be provided free 
spectacles shortly.

IVI acknowledges the support of 
VisionSpring for providing free 

spectacles and Vinayaka Mission and 
Vasan Eye Care for program support at 

Salem.

Of 119 women prison inmates 
screened at Puzhal jail in Chennai in 
July, free spectacles were distributed 
to 91 inmates diagnosed with refrac-
tive errors.

IVI acknowledges Krupa Foundation for 
coordinating the campaign and Essilor 

Vision Foundation for providing free 
spectacles.

IVI is a member of World Council of Optometry, Asia Pacific Council of 
Optometry and VISION 2020

IVI’s Eye See & I Learn 
initiative is a part of the global Our 
Children’s Vision Campaign led by 

Brien Holden Vision 
Institute and Vision for Life 

Foundation
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Our campaign in Haryana 

Daily wagers benefit at 
Sivaganga and Cuddalore 

Internship with IVI 
What interns have to say

School vision program in 
Odisha

 Australian Trade Mission 
joins in spectacles distribution 
at Chennai Higher Secondary 

School 

A total of 4,451 underprivileged school-
going children were screened by teachers 
under the overall supervision of our 
optometrist at Nuh, Mewat (Haryana). 
Around 154 children were diagnosed 
with refractive errors and they will be 
provided free spectacles shortly.

The screening program followed a 
Teachers Training Program at Nuh on 
May 14 and 15. The program, held 
in association with SRF Foundation, 

IVI screened the vision of 4,485 under-
privileged children from Boudh, Cuttack 
and Jagatsingpur in Odisha state - 326 
children were diagnosed with refractive 
errors. They will be provided free spec-
tacles shortly. The project aims to screen 
14,500 children from Odisha over a peri-
od of six months from July 2019 to No-
vember 2019.

IVI acknowledges the support of L&T Con-
struction for funding the program.

Riti Eyecare Rewari and Essilor Vision 
Foundation, was designed to help 
teachers in Haryana schools understand 
basic eyecare testing.

IVI acknowledges the support of Essilor 
Vision Foundation in funding the 

program.

Blacktown City (a western suburb of Syd-
ney) Mayor Stephen Bali MP led a trade 
delegation to India during the month of 
August. In Chennai, the Trade Mission 

visited the IVI project at Chennai Higher 
Secondary School, Maduvinkarai, Guindy. 
The Trade Mission, comprising 16 busi-
ness and civic delegates from Western 
Sydney, distributed free spectacles to 
120 students with refractive impairment 
at the school, and discussed health care 
programs for people in need.

In Sivaganga district, around 250 under-
privileged daily wage earners from Aak-
kavayal and Suranam villages were vision 
screened, and free spectacles provided to 
130 individuals diagnosed with refractive 
errors.

Over 280 underprivileged daily wagers 
from fishing communities in Cuddalore 
district were screened, and 209 free pairs 
of spectacles provided to those diag-
nosed with refractive errors.

IVI acknowledges the support of EssilorVision 
Foundation for providing free spectacles.

“As part of my internship, I attended 
camps and participated in a spectacles 
distribution program. I got the opportu-
nity to see patients and learned how to 
conduct refraction tests in a professional 
manner. I thank IVI for guiding and teach-
ing me quite a bit about screening, re-
fraction diagnoses etc. I had a terrific ex-
perience with IVI and enjoyed being with 
the colleagues there.”
- Anushya D, SRM intern at IVI

“I interned with IVI, August 15-25. I 
attended community and school camps. 
I found the camps helpful to conduct 
refraction really fast. I also visited the 
Urban Primary Healthcare Centre.”
- Thamizhselvi, SRM intern 

Anushya D Thamizhselvi

We are looking for volunteers 
(optometrists/Optometry students) 

who can support us in screening  
underprivileged children and adults 

in the community.
Email us at 

ivi@indiavisioninstitute.org
or call us on 

91-44-24515353

Volunteer for IVI



Eye See & I Learn 

Eye See & I Work A year of service at Urban 
Primary Health 

Care Centres 

screened and 427 children were diag-
nosed with refractive errors; 110 free 
spectacles were provided on the spot 
with Essilor ready-to-clip glasses.

IVI acknowledges the support of Kannoli Kap-
pitu Thitam (KKT) and Our Children’s Vision 

& Essilor Vision for Life for providing free 
spectacles.

IVI also acknowledges Optometry students of 
SRM Medical College Hospital and Research 

Centre, Potheri for volunteering for the vision 
screening programs in Chennai.

IVI screened 5,453 underprivileged chil-
dren from Government Higher Secondary 
Middle and Primary schools at St Thomas 
Mount, Kudimudiyanthope, Shollinganal-
lur, Palavakkam, Neelangarai and Madu-
vangarai in Chennai and Kanchipuram 
district. A total of 561 children were di-
agnosed with refractive errors and will be 
provided free spectacles shortly.
At Government Girls Higher Secondary 
School at Shenoy Nagar in Aminjikarai, 

1,547 underprivileged children were 
screened and 290 children were diag-
nosed with refractive error; 40 free spec-
tacles were provided on the spot with Es-
silor ready-to-clip glasses. The remaining 
children will be provided free spectacles 
shortly.

At the Sri RKM Saradha Vidyalaya at T Na-
gar, 1,461 underprivileged children were 

A total of 6,585 underprivileged chil-
dren from St. Joseph Higher Second-
ary and Primary School and St. Mary’s 
Higher Secondary and Primary School 
at Chengalpattu, Kanchipuram district, 
were vision screened from 2-6 July as 
part of IVI’s Eye See & I Learn program. 
As many as 978 children were found to 
have refractive errors and 46 children 
were provided with Essilor ready-to-clip 

glasses on the spot. The remaining 932 
children received glasses on 14 August. 
Another 1,021 underprivileged children 
from Montfort Higher Secondary School 
at Alandur were screened on 10 August, 
and free spectacles were provided to 
239 children diagnosed with refractive 
errors.

IVI acknowledges the support of MCDS for 
funding the program and acknowledges the 

support of VisionSpring for providing free 
spectacles.

IVI screened the vision of 1,978 under-
privileged daily wage laborers from 
Saidapet, Adayar, Korrukupet, Kottur-
puram, Ezhil Nagar, Koorrukupet, Selai-
yur, Madipakkamand Purasaiwalkam in 
Greater Chennai and Kanchipuram dis-
tricts. A total of 1,291 underprivileged 
wagers were diagnosed with refractive 
error, and they will shortly receive free 
spectacles.

In Namakkal district, 332 underprivi-
leged daily wagers from farming com-
munities were screened; 236 laborers 
diagnosed with refractive errors will re-
ceive free spectacles shortly.

As many as 1,013 underprivileged daily 
wage earners from Madipakkam, Injam-
bakkam, Mint, Korrukupet, Villivakkam, 
Saidapet, Stanly Nagar, Ummanacherry, 
Medavakkam in Greater Chennai, and 
Kanchipuram were vision screened. A to-
tal of 649 of those diagnosed with refrac-
tive errors were provided free spectacles.

IVI acknowledges the support and logistics 
of MCDS and Equitas bank for funding the 

program.
IVI acknowledges the support of Essilor Vision 

Foundation for providing free spectacles.

We continue with our outreach programs 
through the government Urban Primary 
Health Care Centres at Palavakkam and 
Thiruvanmiyur in Chennai. Conducted 
twice every week at Palavakkam and 
once a week at the Thiruvanmiyur cen-
tre, screenings during the past year since 
the launch in August 2018 have benefited 
1,131 underprivileged people, with 521 
found to have refractive errors. IVI’s Vi-
sion Centre  has provided 130 underpriv-
iliged people free pairs of spectacles.   



What people say about IVI 
“Through the IVI screening program in our 
school, children gained awareness about 
eye care. The free spectacles provided by 
the team made the students happier. The 
screening was truly a great tool in finding 
out that our children had vision issues. 
The children were fortunate enough to 
have IVI in our school. As a Head Master, I 
wish every district had this screening. I see 
students struggle to read all the time and 
wonder how many have visual issues. The 
screening is quick, easy and can possibly 
find a piece to the reading puzzle.”  
- Mr Balu, Head Master, Monfort Higher 
Secondary School, Alandur, Chennai

“I suffered from frequent headaches and 
could not see the board clearly. This in-
creased my eye strain. My parents took 
me to a nearby eye hospital where I was 
diagnosed with refractive errors in both 
eyes. Since my parents could not afford 
the spectacles, they did not make the 
purchase. After undergoing IVI’s vision 
screening program, I was given free spec-
tacles on the spot (RE: -1.50 DS, LE: -1.75 
DS) and now with the spectacles, my vi-
sion has improved. I have been  advised 
to visit a nearby eye care every year for 
a checkup. I am happy with this trendy 
glasses.”
- Dhayalan, 14, student of GTR Model 
school at Kolli Hills

“I am happy with the glasses I have re-
ceived from IVI. I am able to see clearly 
now. I thank IVI and their team who took 
the effort to come and screen in our area. 
The spectacles that each of us has re-
ceived are trendy and we are all happy to 
wear them.”
- Selvam, 42, worker at pencil factory, 
Mint, North Chennai

“It is an honour for our delegation to 
witness the work carried out by IVI in 
providing children from less privileged 
backgrounds access to screenings and 
providing them a pair of spectacles. The 
work IVI does is very impressive and we 
wish the organisation greater success in 
the future.”
- Blacktown City Mayor Stephen Bali 
MP at IVI spectacles distribution, 
Chennai Higher Secondary School

Current project supporters

 G.Vivekanandan (Chennai)
Ms.Susan Daniel (Los Angeles, USA)

L&T Construction 

IVI Vision Screening Programs

No of programs
Children Community Total

389 199 588
Individuals screened 1,87,030 57,479 2,44,509

Spectacles distributed  20,148 17,556 37,704
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INDIA VISION INSTITUTE
Plot No 212, Palkalai Nagar, 7th Link Road, Palavakkam, Chennai - 600041, Tamil Nadu, India.

+91 - 44 - 24515353
For enquiries write to  ivi@indiavisioninstitute.org or to know more visit

  www.indiavisioninstitute.org 
www.facebook.com/indiavisioninstitute, www.youtube.com/indiavisioninstitute, www.twitter.com/optometryindia

To DONATE ONLINE and for additional 
information,please visit

 www.indiavisioninstitute.org
All donations shall qualify for deduction-

su/s 80 G of the Income Tax Act 1961.
India Vision Institute

https://www.indiavisioninstitute.org

Donate Now Watch ‘In conversation with Vinod 
Daniel’ video series only on

 www.youtube.com/indiavisioninstitute

Stephen Bali, MP, Blacktown City 
Mayor & Nathan Rees, former 
Premier of New South Wales


